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“Chunking” Literary Analysis Format
Paragraph Writing


The chunking method will be used for literary analysis. Literary analysis is when literature is separated into specific parts and given rigorous, logical, detailed scrutiny, close examination of literary elements, author’s style, etc. Like a scientist, we will be observing, examining, and drawing conclusions, not about rocks or chemicals, but about the literature that you read! 


“Chunking” Rubric 

	
	Focus
	Organization
	Chunking Format (Topic Sentence and Closing Sentence)
	Chunking format (Concrete Details)
	Chunking Format (Commentary)



	4
	Sharp, distinct controlling point made about a single topic with evident awareness of task. 
	Meaningful arrangement of content with evident and/or subtle transitions
	Strong topic sentence with clear title, author, and point/reasons. Closing sentence draws meaningful conclusions without repetition. 
	Two strong details used directly from the text with correct punctuation if it is quote. 
	For each concrete detail, two pieces of relevant explanations, responses, ideas, reactions, and/or opinions that clearly explain the importance/significance of the details provided.

	3
	Apparent Point made about a single topic with sufficient awareness of task.

	Functional arrangement of content that sustains a logical order with some evidence of transitions. 
	Functional topic sentence but may not include one of the following: title, author, strong point/reasons. 
Functional closing sentence but may be repetitive. 
	Follows the chunking format. Two details are evident. At least one detail does not fully/strongly support task/topic. 
	For each of the two  concrete details, one of the pieces of commentary do not support topic or truly express relevant ideas about the details. 

	2
	No apparent point but evidence of a specific topic. 

	Confused or inconsistent arrangement of content with or without attempts at transitions. 
	Topic sentence is evident but missing two or more of the following: title, author, strong point/reasons. 

Attempt to close paragraph but id either repetitive or not on task. 
	Errors in chunking format. The details are not directly from the text or the details are irrelevant to topic. 
	For each of the two concrete details, missing one-two pieces of commentary, or one-two pieces of  commentary provided are not relevant. 

	1
	Minimal evidence of a topic. 

	Superficial and/or minimal content. 
	Missing wither topic sentence or closing sentence. 
	Does not provide specific textual details. Only provides commentary in the form of opinions, explanations, reasons, etc. 
	Commentary is inconsistent, a summary, irrelevant to topic, or missing completely. 



The “chunking format” is something we are going to learn to improve the strength, organization, and style of your writing of the literary analysis. It is a formulaic way to write, so it’s pretty simple to follow once you understand several KEY pieces of information.





Prompt: After reading “The Lady or the Tiger” by Frank R. Stockton, you have determined that there is NO given ending. However, amazingly, Frank R. Stockton gives support for both sides (the lady and the tiger). Using SPECIFIC details from the story (text), write about the princess’s decision. Again, reread examining for proof/evidence that the princess directed the courtier to the right door which contained…. 








Reminders:


Your topic sentences is acting as a thesis since you will only write one body paragraph


Topic sentence MUST include the title, author, POINT with Reasons


Use transitional words and phrases


Use a variety of sentence structures (compound, complex)


DO NOT use I, ME, MY, YOU, YOURS (this will break the fourth wall) Separate yourself from your analysis





Follow the “chunking format” below for guidance! Remember to use a variety of sentence structures (NOT JUST SIMPLE SENTENCES). Use transitional words and phrases to give your paragraph movement and organization! Use STRONG details to support your topic sentence! Chunking paragraphs are 8 sentences long. The sentences go in the following order:








Closing Sentence: Concludes or transitions to the next “chunk” body paragraph!





Commentary: Interpretation of the concrete detail (response, explanation, reaction, opinion, significance, reasons, clarifications, etc). This is where you give your ideas about the fact provided. Give more meaning as to why you chose to include the fact!








Topic Sentence: Always indent! Introduces the main idea of the sentence! Thesis.





Concrete Detail: A fact from the story/text! Try to give the page number as a citation!





Commentary: Interpretation of the concrete detail (response, explanation, reaction, opinion, significance, reasons, clarifications, etc). This is where you give your ideas about the fact provided. Give more meaning as to why you chose to include the fact!








Concrete Detail: A fact from the story/text! Try to give the page number as a citation!








Commentary: Interpretation of the concrete detail (response, explanation, reaction, opinion, significance, reasons, clarifications, etc). This is where you give your ideas about the fact provided. Give more meaning as to why you chose to include the fact!








Commentary: Interpretation of the concrete detail (response, explanation, reaction, opinion, significance, reasons, clarifications, etc). This is where you give your ideas about the fact provided. Give more meaning as to why you chose to include the fact!








